Principles for 

Proposed Annual Calendar

Seabury-Western Theological Seminary/ Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary
Overall:
· Garrett-Evangelical and Seabury-Western will coordinate our annual academic calendars, with semesters beginning and ending on the same dates and breaks taken at the same time.

· Fall and Spring semesters are each 13 weeks long, and the January term is 3 weeks long (some classes may meet for only 2 of the 3 weeks).

· The calendar will allow every semester-long class to meet for 13 full weeks, i.e., 13 sessions for classes that meet once a week and 26 sessions for classes that meet twice a week.

· Each school will determine its own schedule for summer sessions.

· Prior to the academic year, the Registrar at each school will prepare a list of the actual meeting days and dates of each class in the fall and spring semesters.

Fall:
· Classes begin on the day after Labor Day.

· A fall break is scheduled on the Thursday and Friday of the 6th week of classes.

· A one-week break is scheduled to coincide with Thanksgiving.  Usually this will occur during week 12; occasionally it moves to week 13. 

· During the final week, classes meet on Monday, using a Monday daily schedule; on Tuesday, using a Thursday daily schedule; and on Wednesday, using a Friday daily schedule.

J-term:
· Classes begin on the Monday following the conclusion of the Episcopal Church General Ordination Exams, provided that this will allow three weeks before the beginning of the spring semester.

· Classes do not meet on the federal Martin Luther King holiday.

· Some courses will extend for 2 weeks and some for 3 weeks.

Spring:
· Classes begin on the Monday following the conclusion of the January term.

· Classes are not in session on Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday.  Seabury-Western may continue to offer an Ash Wednesday Quiet Day and to require its students to participate in seminary Holy Week celebrations, concluding with the Easter Vigil.

· Spring break ordinarily occurs during Easter Week, Monday through Friday.  Classes resume on the Monday following the second Sunday of Easter.

· When Easter occurs late enough that less than 3 full weeks of classes remain after Easter Week, spring break will begin during the week before Holy Week.  Classes will meet Monday-Wednesday after the 5th Sunday in Lent, and break begins on that Thursday.  Classes resume on Easter Monday.  Seabury-Western may continue to require its students to participate in seminary Holy Week celebrations, concluding with the Easter Vigil.

· The semester extends for 15 calendar weeks.

· During the final week, classes meet on Monday, using a Wednesday daily schedule; on Tuesday, using a Thursday daily schedule; and on Wednesday, using a Friday daily schedule.  Graduation takes place on Friday.
· Classes end and graduation occurs prior to the beginning of United Methodist annual conferences in the North Central region.
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