21-865 Latino/Latina Theologies in North America
Course Description: Review and analysis of some of the growing theological production of Latinos, Latinas and Latin Americans based in the United States, focusing particularly though not exclusively on Latina Feminist and Mujerista theologies.

This course will be a review and analysis of some of the growing theological production of Latinos, Latinas and Latin Americans based in the United States, focusing particularly though not exclusively on Latina Feminist and Mujerista theologies. It will transversally apply aspects of postcolonial, feminist, chicana/chicano, migration and border theories that shed light on the situation and theological emphases of Latino/Latina theologies.  Given that by the year 2050 it is estimated that around a quarter of the U.S. population will be of “Hispanic” origin, the course will also try to tease out some of the ecclesiological implications inherent to Latino/Latina presence in this country. Points of contact between African American and Latino/Latina spirituality and theologies will also be pursued, with particular attention to Afro-Latin American presence in the United States. The in-between space as a locus of Asian American and Latino/Latina theologies will also be considered. Filmographical resources will be consulted and analyzed.
Topics:

1. 1848: The Guadalupe-Hidalgo Treaty and its consequences

2. Migration theory and border theory as socio-analytical mediations for theology
3. Guadalupe, Tonantzin and the Protestant Faith

4. Latino/a Pentecostalism and Afro-Latin American spiritualities in the United States
5. Mujerista theology and Latina Feminist theologies: differences and commonalities.

6. Latino/Latina Catholic and Protestant Theologies: Shifting relationships
7. Theological anthropology in the “in-between” spaces. Theology and interculturality.
8. Theological themes in films with Latino/Latina characters.

9. Latino/Latina Christologies

10. Method in Latino/Latina theologies.

11. Challenges to hegemonic Protestant ecclesiologies
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Requirements:

1. The kind of careful reading and underlining or note-taking that allows for a thorough grasp of the material to be discussed 

2. Ten weekly reflections of 3-5 pp. critically exploring themes from the readings for the week and raising questions worthy of discussion or of further investigation by the group.

3. One 30-minute oral presentation exploring one of the sources on which one theologian we are reading that day relies, thus providing the rest of the seminar with insight. Bring one-page précis of your presentation to distribute among seminar members.

4. Be prepared to lead the seminar discussion at all times, as we will take turns doing this. 

5. A final paper exploring theological themes that emerge from the seminar. It can be a comparison of themes in two authors, further digging into a theme from a given author, tracing transversal themes across interstices, etc. It should be about 5,000 (master’s level) to 8,000 (doctoral level) words. Outstanding papers will be considered for publication in Latin American theological journals. Use double-spacing and an internally consistent style in footnotes (N.B. humanities and not social sciences style). Include title page, table of contents and bibliography. Please check with the instructor about the topic and tentative working hypothesis before embarking upon the project. 
The grade will be calculated in the following fashion:

Class participation (including oral presentation): 

30 %

Weekly reflection papers: 




30 %

Final paper: 





40 %

The papers will be evaluated using the following criteria:

1.  Presentation




1
2
3
4
5

(writing style, clarity of prose, grammatical and spelling competence, sentence and 

paragraph flow.)

2. Clear statement of thesis



1
2
3
4
5


(what is the main “point” that the essay will make?)

3.  Description of Sources



1
2
3
4
5

(the student’s ability to describe fairly, in her or his own words, the position of the theorists cited.)

4.  Comprehensiveness of Sources


1
2
3
4
5


(the breadth of the relevant sources used in composing the essay)

5.  Critical Engagement with Sources


1
2
3
4
5

(whether a student’s work has taken the step beyond mere description and critically engaged with the sources she or he has drawn upon by subjecting them to a critical theological analysis.)

6.  Development of Position and a Coherent Theme
1
2
3
4
5

(to determine not only if a student has critically assessed the sources and arguments present in an essay, but also if he or she has done this through the development of her or his own coherent position.)
� Modified from a grid developed by Professor Long.





